DIARY AND  LETTERS  OF           [CHAP. XX.
evening to the King, who has promised to return an answer speedily. Go to the British ambassador's, and stay a while at the hazard table, in the joys and sorrows of which I do not participate. Go to Madame de StaeTs. Ask the Abbe" Louis what news there is. He says (I think with a view to pumping) that the King's discourse will consist partly of mine and partly of other material. I tell him there will be nothing of mine in it, and I really believe so. I tell him further that I give up all idea of directing his conduct on the present occasion, and so I do. I follow Lady Sutherland and Madame de Coigny out, and Mr. Short follows me. Lady Sutherland, in getting into the carriage, urges me to come more frequently to see them, and expects me to dine on Sunda)', and send in the morning to ask for dinner. She takes no notice of Mr. Short, who stands next to me, and, in turning round to speak to him after she is gone, I find his countenance discomposed and his voice broken. Thus he will go home with ill-will rankling in his heart against me, because he is not taken notice of. This is hard, but this is human nature. He is charge" d'affaires, and I am only a private gentleman. He therefore expects from all, and especially from the corps diplomatique, a marked preference and respect. I wish him to receive it, but that is impossible in this quarter for the present."
"To-day [September ;th] I dine with M. de Montmorin, where Madame de Stae'l and her cortege also dine. I -find that she and the Bishop d'Autun press him very hard on some subject or another. See Mr. Short, whose countenance is not yet cleared up. Sup with the Comte de la Marck, who tells me that the object of Madame de Stae'l and her Bishop was to obtain a revocation of the decree which excludes him and others from the ministry, and thereby reduces him to the rank of a trhpetit intrigant.al Assembly.   He fled to England during the Terror, but after the second restoration returned to France, and received the title of duke.embly terminated its session, he went to Switzerland. He died in 1829 at Paris.
